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SUBJECT: SWEDISH COMMUNIST WORKER'S PARTY HOLDS FIRST NATIONAL 
CONFERENCE 

REF: (A) STOCKHOLM 1242, (B) STOCKHOLM 994 AND PREVIOUS 

1 . THE FLEDGLING SWEDISH COMMUNIST WORKER S PARTY (APK) 

WHICH SPLIT FROM THE MAIN SWEDISH COMMUNIST PARTY (VPK) 

IN MARCH (SEE REFTELS) HELD ITS FIRST NATIONAL ASSEMBLY 
MARCH 26-17 IN STOCKHOLM. THE MAJOR PURPOSE OF THE 
MEETING WAS TO SOLIDIFY THE NEW PARTY'S LEADERSHIP AND 
TO SELECT AN INTERIM EXECUTIVE BOARD WHICH WILL GUIDE THE 
PARTY UNTIL THE APK'S PARTY CONGRESS IS HELD IN 
NOVEMBER OF THIS YEAR. 
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2. SOME 200 REPRESENTATIVES FROM 16 DISTRICTS (OUT OF 21 
VPK DISTRICTS) ATTENDED THE CONFERENCE AND ELECTED 
RIKSDAGSMAN ROLF HAGEL OF GOTEBORG, WHO LED THE ORIGINAL 
DEFECTORS FROM THE VPK, AS THE INTERIM CHAIRMAN. 

RIKSDAGSMAN ALF LOVENBORG OF NORBOTTEN, WHO BRINGS THE 
LARGEST SINGLE SEGMENT OF MEMBERS TO THE NEW PARTY, WAS 
ELECTED VICE-CHAIRMAN, AND ARNE SODERQUIST, - LEADING 
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COMMUNIST FIGURE IN STOCKHOLM AND MEMBER OF THE STOCKHOLM 
CITY COUNCIL, WAS CHOSEN AS PARTY SECRETARY. 

3. WHILE VPK OFFICIALS CONTINUED TO CHARACTERIZE THE 
APK AS A SPLINTER GROUP OF ONLY MARGINAL INFLUENCE IN THE 
COMMUNIST MOVEMENT, HAGEL REPEATED HIS CLAIMS THAT THE 
NEW PARTY HAS ATTRACTED SOME 4,600 MEMBERS, OR ALMOST 
ONE-THIRD OF THE VPK MEMBERSHIP. HAGEL ALSO POINTED OUT 
IN REMARKS TO THE PRESS THAT THE APK HAS NOT CLOSED THE 
DOOR TO THE VPK AND THAT ELECTION COOPERATION IN 1979 
COULD BECOME A REALITY. A PROMINENT MEMBER OF THE VPK 
EXECUTIVE LATER RESPONDED THAT THE VPK HAS NO INTENTION 
OF COOPERATING IN ELECTIONS WITH THE APK, AND ADDED 

"I HAVE DIFFICULTY TAKING THE SUGGESTION SERIOUSLY." 

4. THE THEME OF THE CONFERENCE WAS THAT THE MEMBERS 
OF THE APK ARE "THE RIGHTFUL HEIRS TO THE COMMUNIST 
TRADITION IN SWEDEN," IN THE WORDS OF ALF LOVENBORG. 

WHILE HAGEL SPOKE OF THE VPK "WANDERING FROM A 
REVOLUTIONARY WORKER S PARTY TO A MIDDLE CLASS PARTY OF 
RADICAL PHRASES," LOVENBORG CALLED FOR A RETURN TO THE 
TRADITIONS OF THE SWEDISH COMMUNIST PARTY'S CREATION IN 
1917, AND ATTACKED THE "BLUE- YELLOW" BRAND OF NATIONALIST 
COMMUNISM INTRODUCED BY FORMER VPK LEADER HERMANSSON 
AND CONTINUED BY PRESENT CHAIRMAN LARS WERNER. HAGEL 
EMPHASIZED THE IMPORTANCE OF MARXIST-LENINIST THEORY 
FOR THE APK AND SAID THE APK'S TASK IS TO CREATE A 
GROWING POLITICAL AWARENESS IN THE WORKING CLASS, WHICH 
HAS BEEN NEGLECTED BY THE VPK. 
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5. COMMENT: NOW THAT THE APK IS MORE OR LESS FORMALLY 
ON ITS FEET, WE CAN EXPECT A SERIES OF QUARRELS OVER 
WHICH PARTY IS REALLY THE WORKER S PARTY, WHICH 
REPRESENTS 'TRUE’ COMMUNISM IN SWEDEN, ETC. AS FOR THE 
IMPORTANT QUESTION OF WHETHER THE APK WILL GARNER 
SUFFICIENT SUPPORT TO IMPERIL THE VPK S RIKSDAG 
REPRESETNATION IN THE NEXT ELECTION, HAGEL'S CLAIMS OF 
SUPPORT ARE ALMOST CERTAINLY EXAGGERATED AND MOST 
POLITICAL OBSERVERS AT THIS POINT THINK NOT, WITH THE 
CAVEAT WHAT MUCH CAN HAPPEN IN TWO YEARS. 

SMITH 
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